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What is claimed is : 

1. A user terminal, adapted for use in a wireless communications 
network, said user terminal comprising: 

a transceiver, adapted to transmit wireless communications data, addressed to 
a destination user terminal, to an other user terminal for routing by said other user 
terminal to said destination user terminal; and 

a controller, adapted to prevent said transceiver from transmitting said 
wireless communications data to said other user terminal based on routing data 
pertaining to an ability of said other user terminal to route said wireless 
communications data to said destination user terminal. 

2. A user terminal as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising: 

a memory, adapted to store said routing data received from said other user 
terminal. 

3. A user terminal as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a memory, adapted to store said routing data received from said wireless 
communications network. 

4. A user terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said routing data indicates that said other user terminal is not operating to 
route any said wireless communications data to said destination user terminal. 

5. A user terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said routing data indicates that said other user terminal is among a group of 
user terminals having a particular characteristic. 



6. 



A user terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 
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said controller is further adapted to control said transceiver to transmit to said 
other user terminal wireless communications data addressed for end use by said other 
user terminal. 

7. A user terminal as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 

8. A user terminal, adapted for use in a wireless communications 
network, said user terminal comprising: 

a transceiver, adapted to receive wireless communications data addressed to a 
destination user terminal, and to retransmit said wireless communications data to 
another user terminal or said destination user terminal; and 

a controller, adapted to control said transceiver to transmit transceiver status 
information indicating that said transceiver is being controlled to refrain from 
retransmitting said wireless communications data. 

9. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 

said controller is adapted to control said transceiver to transmit said 
transceiver status information in response to a command received from a person using 
said user terminal. 

10. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 

said controller is adapted to control said transceiver to transmit said 
transceiver status information in response to a command received from said wireless 
communications network. 

11. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 
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said transceiver status information includes data which is adapted to control a 
controller of a node of said network to prevent said node from transmitting to said 
user terminal any communications data addressed for end use by another user terminal 
different from said user terminal. 

12. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes information indicating that said 
user terminal is among a group of user terminals having a particular characteristic. 

13. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes router table data pertaining to said 
user terminal. 

14. A user terminal as claimed in claim 8, wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 

15. A method for controlling a user terminal, adapted for use in a wireless 
communications network, said method comprising: 

controlling a transceiver of said user terminal to operate in a first state in 
which said transceiver is adapted to transmit wireless communications data, addressed 
to a destination user terminal, to an other user terminal for routing by said other user 
terminal to said destination user terminal, when routing data pertaining to an ability of 
said other user terminal to route said wireless communications data indicates that said 
other user terminal is adapted to route said wireless communications data to said 
destination user terminal; and 

controlling said transceiver to operate in a second state in which said 
transceiver is prevented from transmitting said wireless communications data to said 
other user terminal when said routing data indicates that said other user terminal is 
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being controlled to refrain from routing said wireless communications data to said 
destination user terminal. 

16. A method as claimed in claim 1 6, further comprising: 

storing said routing data received from said other user terminal in a memory of 
said user terminal. 

17. A method as claimed in claim 1 6, further comprising: 

storing said routing data received from said wireless communications network 
in a memory of said user terminal. 

18. A method as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein: 

said routing data indicates that said other user terminal is among a group of 
user terminals having a particular characteristic. 

19. A method as claimed in claim 1 6, further comprising: 

controlling said transceiver to transmit to said other user terminal wireless 
communications data addressed for end use by said other user terminal. 

20. A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 

21. A method for controlling a user terminal, adapted for use in a wireless 
communications network, said method comprising: 

selectably controlling a transceiver of said user terminal to receive wireless 
communications data addressed to a destination user terminal, and to retransmit said 
wireless communications data to another user terminal or said destination user 
terminal; and 
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controlling said transceiver to transmit transceiver status information 
indicating that said transceiver is being controlled to refrain from retransmitting said 
wireless communications data. 

22. A method as claimed in claim 21 , wherein: 

said controlling controls said transceiver to transmit said transceiver status 
information in response to a command received from a person using said user 
terminal. 

23 . A method as claimed in claim 2 1 , wherein: 

said controlling controls said transceiver to transmit said transceiver status 
information in response to a command received from said wireless communications 
network. 

24. A method as claimed in claim 21, wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes data which is adapted to control a 
controller of a node of said network to prevent said node from transmitting to said 
user terminal any communications data addressed for end use by another user terminal 
different from said user terminal. 

25 . A method as claimed in claim 2 1 , wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes information indicating that said 
user terminal is among a group of user terminals having a particular characteristic. 

26. A method as claimed in claim 21 , wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 
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27. A computer readable medium of instructions, adapted to control a user 
terminal which is adapted for use in a wireless communications network, said 
computer readable medium of instructions comprising: 

a first set of instructions, adapted to control a transceiver of said user terminal 
to operate in a first state in which said transceiver is adapted to transmit wireless 
communications data, addressed to a destination user terminal, to an other user 
terminal for routing by said other user terminal to said destination user terminal, when 
routing data pertaining to an ability of said other user terminal to route said wireless 
communications data indicates that said other user terminal is adapted to route said 
wireless communications data to said destination user terminal; and 

a second set of instructions, adapted to control said transceiver to operate in a 
second state in which said transceiver is prevented from transmitting said wireless 
communications data to said other user terminal when said routing data indicates that 
said other user terminal is being controlled to refrain from routing said wireless 
communications data to said destination user terminal. 

28. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 27, 
further comprising: 

a third set of instructions, adapted to control said user terminal to store said 
routing data received from said other user terminal in a memory of said user terminal. 

29. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 27, 
further comprising: 

a fourth set of instructions, adapted to control said user terminal to store said 
routing data received from said wireless communications network in a memory of 
said user terminal. 

30. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 27, 
wherein: 
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said routing data indicates that said other user terminal is among a group of 
user terminals having a particular characteristic. 

31. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 27, 
further comprising: 

a fifth set of instructions, adapted to control said transceiver to transmit to said 
other user terminal wireless communications data addressed for end use by said other 
user terminal. 

32. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 27, 
wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 

33. A computer readable medium of instructions, adapted to control a user 
terminal which is adapted for use in a wireless communications network, said 
computer readable medium of instructions comprising: 

a first set of instructions, adapted to selectably control a transceiver of said 
user terminal to receive wireless communications data addressed to a destination user 
terminal, and to retransmit said wireless communications data to another user terminal 
or said destination user terminal; and 

a second set of instructions, adapted to control said transceiver to transmit 
transceiver status information indicating that said transceiver is being controlled to 
refrain from retransmitting said wireless communications data. 

34. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein: 
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said second set of instructions is adapted to control said transceiver to transmit 
said transceiver status information in response to a command received from a person 
using said user terminal. 

35. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein: 

said second set of instructions is adapted to control said transceiver to transmit 
said transceiver status information in response to a command received from said 
wireless communications network. 

36. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes data which is adapted to control a 
controller of a node of said network to prevent said node from transmitting to said 
user terminal any communications data addressed for end use by another user terminal 
different from said user terminal. 

37. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein: 

said transceiver status information includes information indicating that said 
user terminal is among a group of user terminals having a particular characteristic. 

38. A computer readable medium of instructions as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein: 

said wireless communications network includes a packet-switched data 
network; and 

said wireless communications data includes packetized data. 



